Histologic evaluation of pigmented lesions in Connecticut and its influence on the reporting of melanoma.
Underreporting of melanoma to state tumor registries has been identified as a problem in gathering accurate statistics on melanoma incidence. Our purpose was to examine two factors that could influence the reporting of melanoma to the Connecticut Tumor Registry: histologic diagnosis of melanoma in the private offices of dermatologists and histologic diagnosis of melanoma in out-of-state laboratories. From December 1990 to April 1991, questionnaires were sent to all known practicing dermatologists in the state of Connecticut (N = 149). Of the 127 dermatologists who were eligible, 124 (97.6%) completed the survey. The estimated number of melanomas diagnosed in private offices during 1990 was 9 to 18; this was based on the number of dermatologists who officially read their own slides (n = 19), the estimated number of melanomas diagnosed by these 19 dermatologists (n = 91), and the percentage of melanomas and uncertain pigmented lesion cases sent for consultation (80% to 90%). According to the estimates of Connecticut dermatologists, out-of-state laboratories diagnosed 84 of 523 melanomas (16%) in Connecticut residents. The diagnosis of melanoma in private offices did not appear to be a significant factor in underreporting whereas the diagnosis of melanoma in out-of-state laboratories did appear to be more significant. However, the possibility exists that some of these latter melanomas would eventually be reported at the time of reexcision.